President Barack Obama February 10, 2009
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW

Washington, DC 20500

Fax: 202-456-2461

Dear President Obama:

We write you today as member mayors of the UnitiadeS Conference of Mayors
(USCM) and proponents of USCM’s resolution to digaaue consumption of tar sands
oil. We look forward to working with you to makerocities the backbone of America’s
new energy future.

We appreciate the energy goals you and your Adin@tisn have set, especially in
regards to fighting global warming and reducing dependence on fossil fuels. To date,
910 mayors, representing nearly 82 million Amerg;drave endorsed a climate
protection agreement, committing to reduce theiegigreenhouse gas emissions to
seven percent below 1990 levels by 20TRe conference continues to adopt resolutions
to strengthen these climate goals and ensure meale occurs.

Important to cities achieving their climate goas$JSCM’s resolution to prevent or
discontinue municipal purchase of high carbon fugigh as Canadian tar sands' e
understand that your first foreign visit will be@nada, and that global warming and
energy issues are likely to be on the agenda. Ayepare for this meeting, we want
you to be aware of USCM’s resolution to discouregesands oil consumption within
American cities, and the environmental and eneegyisty reasons behind that decision.

Canadian tar sands oil has even greater global iwgramd environmental impacts than
conventional oil. Our growing reliance on this sdlurce is of paramount concern as we
set out to ensure that our energy security andatéraecurity goals are complementary.
In order to provide true energy security, numendus. mayors and your Administration
have pledged to rebuild our economy through dewetpgomestic, renewable energy
infrastructure and increasing energy efficiency, lmpexacerbating U.S. consumption of
fossil fuels.

During your discussions with Canada we ask thatrgpuesent cities that have already
pledged to move away from tar sands oil and empbdbke importance of this
commitment to the U.S.’s ability to achieve emissitargets, as well as our national goal
of promoting low carbon fuels and environmentallgtainable energy solutions.

Included in this letter a copy of the High Carbarels resolution.



Please feel free to contact us with any questiom®mments.

Sincerely,

/sl
Frank Cownie
Mayor, Des Moines, IA
Energy Committee Member, USCM
675 Harwood Drive
Des Moines, IA 50312

/sl
Kitty Piercy
Mayor, Eugene, OR
Energy Committee Member, USCM
777 Pearl St.
Eugene, OR 97401

ccC:

- Secretary of Energy, Steven Chu
- Secretary of Interior, Ken Salazar
- Secretary of State, Hillary Clinton
- EPA Administrator, Lisa Jackson
attachments:

- High Carbon Fuels Resolution

/sl
Marty Blum
Mayor, Santa Barbara, CA
Environment Comraittéember, USCM
735 Anacapa Street
Santa Barbara, CA 93101

/sl
Christopher Cabaldon
Mayor, West Sacramento, CA
Energy Committeenider, USCM
1110 West Capitol Avenue
West Sacramento, CA 95691

' United States Conference of Mayors. “Mayors Cliertotection Center.”
http://www.usmayors.org/climateprotection/about.htm

" United States Conference of Mayors. “High Carbagl§ Resolution.” Adopted on June 24, 2008 at 8ie 7

Annual Meetinghttp://www.usmayors.org/resolutions/76th_conferéacergy_05.asp



